Auscultation of bowel sounds in patients with suspected acute appendicitis--an aid in the diagnosis? Preliminary results.
In 12 patients with suspected acute appendicitis undergoing appendectomy the bowel sounds were registrated pre- and postoperatively with a microphone placed on the abdominal wall. The results show that auscultation and registration of bowel sounds may aid in the diagnosis of acute appendicitis. However, these results cannot be applied to the clinical situation. Further evaluation of this method is essential.